
LONGFORD  MUNICIPAL DISTRICT
Minutes of Meeting of Longford Municipal District held in the Sports Hall, Leisure Centre, Albert Reynolds Peace Park, Longford on Wednesday, 27th May 2020 at 2.00 p.m.

CATHAOIRLEACH:
Councillor Seamus Butler

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors – John Browne, Gerry Hagan, 

Martin Monaghan, Peggy Nolan, Gerry Warnock and    

Uruemu Adejinmi.  
IN ATTENDANCE: 

Mr. John McKeon, Director of Services/Head of Finance.





Mr. Mark McNerney, Administrative Officer





Mr. Eamon Bennett, Senior Executive Engineer.





Mr. Bernard Shea, Senior Executive Engineer.

MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Anne Lee

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS 

Standing Order No. (27) (a)
   -    Matters not covered by Standing Orders.

Standing Order No. (4)   (a)      -  Place of Meeting.

The Cathaoirleach, Councillor Seamus Butler, referred to the following Sections of the Longford Municipal District Standing Orders  - 
·  No. (27) (a)
-  
Matters not Covered by Standing Orders  -

The Cathaoirleach will have power to deal with any matter not covered by Standing Orders

· No. (4)   (a) 
 - 
Place of Meeting 
The Meetings shall be held in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Market Square, Longford or Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae. Longford. 
On the proposal of the Cathaoirleach it was unanimously agreed that, due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, today’s meeting be held in the Sports Hall, Leisure Centre, Albert Reynolds Peace Park, Longford.
ADOPTION OF MINUTES  -  circulated.
On the proposal of Councillor J. Browne seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the Minutes of Longford Municipal District Meeting held on the 22nd April 2020.
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.
Councillor G. Warnock referred to the issue of public lighting at Knockmartin Lane. 
It was noted that the footpath works are due to commence at this location.

E. Bennett will liaise with the Design Office regarding the provision of public lighting.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS.

Noted.
MANAGEMENT REPORT -   Circulated.
Management Report, as circulated, was noted by the members, and replies were given on the following issues -

· Councillor P. Nolan referred to the urgent need to provide Public Lighting at Lisbrack Close.

· Regeneration Works on Market Square and Tesco Car Park – the drawings for these works to be circulated to the members.

· Low Cost Safety Scheme at Ballymakeegan. 

· T.I.I. Works – Con Diffley to provide update for next Municipal District Meeting. 

ILLEGAL DUMPING
Report from the Environment Section on efforts to address Illegal Dumping within the Longford MD area was circulated to the members in advance of the meeting.

Bernard Shea, Senior Executive Engineer, briefed the members regarding the report. 
Bernard and John McKeon replied to queries raised by the members - 
· Litter Warden

· Street Sweeping

· Street Litter Bins

· Bottle-banks

· Community Employment Schemes

· Tidy Towns

· Probation Service

· Anti-Dumping Initiative

· Housing Section

· Breadans Lane
· Waste Presentation Bye-Laws.

· Anti-social behaviour/ Post of Community Warden. 
NOTICES OF MOTIONS.

No Dumping’ signage at Clonbalt Woods, Longford.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor U. Adejinmi and seconded by Councillor G. Warnock  -
 “I call on Longford County Council to provide ‘No Dumping’ signage at Clonbalt Woods, as the area has become a dumping ground for grass cuttings in the recent past.”
E. Bennett confirmed that “No Dumping” signage will be provided and erected at Clonbalt Woods at an agreed location and he will follow up with the Environment Section regarding the dumping issue.
Footpath on the Drumlish Road, Longford.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor U. Adejinmi and seconded by Councillor S. Butler -
 “I call on Longford County Council to refurbish the footpath on the Drumlish Road, just after the N4 Roundabout.   It has fallen into disrepair and is becoming hazardous for   pedestrians.”
Eamon stated that this section of footpath is in a bad condition and is in need of repair. He stated that there is a programme of footpath replacement works already in place in the Longford Municipal District.  The footpath on the Drumlish Road can be considered, when the current Programme of footpath replacement works is completed, subject to funding and approval by the Municipal District members. 
OVERNIGHT FACILITIES FOR RUVS
Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Seamus Butler to the March meeting of the

       County Council  -

“That Longford County Council should provide serviced overnight facilities for RUVs and camper vans. This will mitigate against the blight of such vehicles causing nuisance by parking in public areas such as Clondra Harbour. It will also attract a category of tourist that is not currently catered for adequately in the County.”

It was agreed at the County Council meeting that this Notice of Motion be referred to each of the Municipal Districts for consideration. 
Councillor Butler proposed that funding be sourced to provide a site in the Longford Municipal District, and suggested the Clondra area be considered. 
A.O.B.
Restart Grant 
J. McKeon confirmed that there has been a very strong interest from the business community in the COVID-19 Business Restart Grant.
Grass Cutting
Eamon gave an update regarding the grass cutting programme.
Notice of Motion from May MD Meeting - Flood Risk Assessment – Longford Town

Councillor G. Warnock.

“I am calling on Longford Municipal District to commission a Flood Risk Assessment of Longford Town with a view to preparing a Works Programme to help protect homes and businesses against the risk of future flooding similar to what was experienced in the wake of Storm Denis.”
E. Bennett read the following report prepared by the Environment Section –

“The OPW’s  Upper Shannon Flood Risk Management Plan identifies a potentially viable flood relief project for specific areas of  Longford town. Longford County Council in co-ordination with the Office of Public Works are seeking to procure specialist consultants to design flood relief measures in relation to this Longford Town area project.   Contract Documents are currently with the OPW awaiting for their approval.  The focus of this project  is primarily the areas around that town that are impacted on directly by high flood levels in the main Camlin River channel. LCC Environment Section have  proposed to the OPW that two of the locations mentioned in the Notice of Motion are included  in the scope of this OPW Flood Relief project i.e.

· Springlawn Estate area –  during flood events the stream in this area backs up from the main Camlin river channel   
· Strokestown Road area  –  out of channel flow occurs in this area from the Camlin during times of high flood levels.”

Change to 2020 Roads Programme for Longford Municipal District.
On the proposal of Councillor P. Nolan seconded by Councillor J. Browne,  the following was unanimously agreed –

· €100,020.00 be transferred from proposed Road Pavement Works at Teffia Park
to
· Road Strengthening Works on Blind Man’s Walk from the Fire Station towards Connolly Crescent
as per report circulated to the members.

2020 Community Grant Support Scheme.

Late Application – White Linen Woods Residents Association.
On the proposal of Councillor G. Hagan seconded by Councillor G. Warnock, it was unanimously agreed that €1,000.00 be allocated to White Linen Woods Residents Association. 
This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: ____________________
 Anne Lee,

            Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Longford Municipal District Meeting held on the 
24th June 2020.
Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach.
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